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PASTERNAK AND PAST: TWO SIDES OF THE IRON CURTAIN

Freedom of expression cannot be qualified., It 1s
either & whole thing or a travesty of truth, For years
the Western world hss been saying that in the USSR there
is no such thing as freedom of any kind, For the same
length of timse the Commmista have been saying that these
allegations are capitalistic lies. Kow comes Fastemnak
snd his Dr, Zhivagoc to prove that the ¥West has been right
and the UALlsts wrong. In one of the hottest contro-
versies of the Cold %War, the Soviets have attacked the
Russian poet and suthor, winner of the Nobel FPrize, with
2 fMarious camy of insults and threats. They have
shown the world that freedom of thought and intellectusl

 integrity will not be tolerated in the Soviet state, that
not even one volce can be permitted to express an opinion
which differs from the officiel lime enunciated by the

The Communists say the West is miled by muthless ex-
ploiters and oppressors, dut previous winners of the
Nobel Prize for literature such as Albert Camus (1957)
and Prancols Maurise (1952) of France and Sincleir lewls
(1930) and Willlam Faulkner (1945, of the US have criti-
cized severely thelr societies, They have not had thelr
books refused pudblication or incurred the insults, threats,
;.nd t:#mie discrimination which are the lot of Boris
asternsk.

L 3

A striking contrast is the treatment acecorded Paster-
nak and Howard Past, recipient of the Stalin Prize for
Peace in 1953. Mtw it mast be noted that the analogy
1s not perfect since the Soviet award does not have the
justre of the worlderespectsd Nobel Prize. Fast wes [or
meny years associated with leftist political movements, a
Communiat sympathizer, and for almost a decade gnd a halrl,
s member of the Communist Party. He was awarded the Stalin
Prize for “helping to strengthen the cause of peace between
the peoples” accord to Moseow Radio. Although Fast
was & controversial figure and a writer whose interpretls-
tions of Amsrican history included much that was critical
of Western social and political institutlions, there was
no widespread protest at his acceptance of the award.

faw York % reporting the event (21 December 1353),

oerioed nim e rollowing temms: “Mr. Fast, 39 pears
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0ld, is ths suthor of 12 bocks, the most widely known be~
several deas . with the American Revolution snd Thomas
Paine. MHis books have been translated into as many as 18
s and 1t 15 estimated that the world publication
of sll his books totals at least 20,000,000 coples.”

Fast himself, in a recent interview broadesst Lo the
Soviet Unien by Radio Liberation, stated that he had recelved
sonsiderable eriticism in the US when he was given the 3talin
Prise. "But", he said "the response to the wward in the U3
press was very dignified and respectful., They were by no
means overjoyed by it, But on the other hand, neither did
they at  me with abuse, slander, or anything llke the
ineredidle display of plain bad taste and bad manners in
gﬁgmm the Literary Oazette poured on Boris Faster-

cmaq on the degrading treatment of Pasternak,
Fast said, "It's the wost shocking and terrible thing of
1ts kind that we have ever been treated to....We have wit-
nessed the filthy slanders directed against him, the evil
threats, the dirty names that he was callede-the whole exhi-
bition of degenerste boorishness on the part of the paild
and directed Soviet oritics.”

Sach criticiess as Fast received in the West did not
csuse him to repudiate the Prize nor 414 it interfere with
nis career as an suthor. He has continued to write and has
had eight books 1ished in the US since 1353 in addition
to reprints of his earlier works. Critics, in fact, while
admitting that his political affliliations cannot be lgnored
("It has beocome mmuwli difficult to arrive at a dis-

te judgement of Past's werk as a writer,” Twgntieth
Agthors, 1355) have preised his lively interpre-
of Bistory and narrative skill.

In addition, Fast remained free to follow his political
convietions, He continued his left wing activity and writ-
ing until he rencunced the Communist Party in 1357. &
regular contributer to the Communist : g%‘ he wrote
& saries of articles support ths Soviet ¢ 1Zn against
cosmopolites, the Soviet term for Jewish intellectuale,

and W{m&mms.s and certaln writers such
as James T, 1.

D
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Swedish Academy which makes the annual c¢holce, The
awards, set wp under the will of Alfred Nobel, Swedish
inventor of dynamite, are given for excellence in
various fields, insluding literature, science, medicine
and services to the cause of peace, They are considered
the top award in these fields and the roster of winners
is starved with 1llustrious names, The prize had never
been refused, although during the period of Nazl total-
itarianism in Germany, several ¥inners wers prevented
by the Naml Government {row ascepting it. Carl von
Ossietziki, well-known paciricist, who was in & concen-
trution camp when he was chosen for the award lfor Peave
in 1335, was 80 prevented as were Richard Kubn (Chemistry,
1938), A, Butenandt (Chemistry, 1339), and Oerhasdt
Domagk (Medicine and Fayslology, 19395, ‘

The Academy's citation of Pasternak was “for his
important achievement boeth in contemporary lyrical poee
try and in the field of the great Russian epic tradi-
tion.” Dy, Anders Oesterling, pemmansnt secretary of
the Academy pald tribute to Pasternak's work in a broade
east in which he said, "It is indsed a $veat achievement
to Lhave besn able te complete under difficult circum-
stances a work of such dignity, high above all politicsl
party frontiers and rather anti-political in its entirely
humane outlook,” Although Dr. Qesterling mentioned
Pasternak's poetic works, gy &% (1522) and Themes
Variations (1523), 1t was clear t his recent
k@i s B4YE80, waz the major consideration in the
3 =T 27

The Academy notified Fasternak by cable; similar noti-
fication went toc ths Soviet Embasey in Stockholm. The
firet reaction on the part of Pasternak was cne of Joy.

On Saturday 25 Cctober, he cabled the Acadenmy, "Imsensely
thankful, touched, proud, astonished, abashed.” The
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reaction of officlal Moscow was sn osincus silence., That
the W a&ﬂ?%é aa:s:: es’ﬁm:&mtfw the Soviet
hisrarehy is not 4ifficul © understand: D, Zhivago has
not been pudlished in the Soviet Union.

This curicus situation whereby a boeok which has re-
ceived widespread critical and Popilar aselais in both
Nestern Burcpe and America, uhlle it remains unknown and
unpublished its auther's homeland, is itself an indicse
tion of the stringent controle imposed by the Soviet wulers-
facet of the national life. The story its pub-
lication charta the thaws and freeses that have marked

Poens, described as "poems from the novel in prese, %
g@_ﬁ%g, appeared in the maga cBEva issuwed
Union of Writers. Having worked on the novel for
Peaternak completed it in 1954 and sulmitted the

manpseript to the State Fublishing House, Azcording te
an interview given to the Italian Comemunist newspaper,
einita, by Alexeyi &ﬁmv,tﬁcﬁ?sw of the Union of writers
A ® YobLb wt; pr . m b ex m SEUS *Pat, and s
Benber of the Central Committes e?& Communist Party of
the USSR, 1t wss read by the "whole collective,” probably
the fimm's editerial board, ¥hile expressing doubts adout
portions which sppesred to be critical of the Revolution,

iy acoepted the mamusoript and scheduled Pabliecation for

+ At this point, Pasteinak arranged for the book's

simaltanecus publicstion in Italy. He sold the foreign
rights to OGlancario Peltrinelll, & Hilen publisher,

Weanwhile, the bries Jeriod of relaxed control ended;
Soviet discipline tightemed, The authorities instructed
Pasternak to write 5 r Feltrinelli to withhold pabli-
cation and return the manuacript for revision, Signor
Peltrinelll refused., The book dppeared in Italy in
November 1957 and in the US in September 1358,
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It was an immediate success. The book is now in its
seventh printing and has Appeared in & dogen countries.
Crities hailed its scope and philosophical approach, placing
it in the tradition of Tolstoy's tremendous asccount of the

Napoleonie period, War ang g% 8. Marc Slonim in the New
%13 Tine: ik Review wrcte, ris Pasternak's book TTs)

ol the most slgnilicant of ocur time and a 1iterary event
of the first order.” "A truly great novel,™ sald Bertram
Wolfe in the New Yo jersld Iridune. Hdward Crankshaw,
writing in the 1on86R Dbaerver, calls it a "great novel,..,
this greateat achlieve e Russian spirit for half a
century,"

In the USSR the reaction was different. Soviet Mini-
ster of Culture Nikelal A, Mikhailoy, speaking on 8 tele~
vision brosdoast in Stoekholm in Septenber, gave the of-
ficial Juatification for refusing the work. "Our pudlieh-
ing heuses publish literature that helps to build & new
world, a new society which we oall the Communist soociety,"
he said, "If the work is written on a plane that is not
useful for our 8ociety,...why should we publish anything
of that nature?y”

The announcement of the award was recelved by Moscow
in sllence, rollowed by a furious outburst of insults and
threats. On 25 October, Literaturn m?ﬁ. the leading
Soviet literary Jjournal, F3 it as & hostile politi-
e8l aet, saying that the Swedes, tools of internmticnsl re-
action, were fanning the sold war against the Soviet Union
and the Soviet regime. Fasternak, it deslared, "did not
maroh with those who ars building Communism, He chose the
path of shame and ignominy., He preferred to side with those
who are trylng to bar the way to Communism,” ”"M
was desoribed as "an artistically squalid, =aildiolls wor
replete with the hatred of Socialimm,” Radioc Mosecow, quot-

the review, added, "An ignominicus end swaits both Dr.
Zhi » that resurrected 8, and the suthor, whose fate
will be that of popular disdain."

The following day 14 the official voice of the
Soviet Communist ! y: Wﬂu sttack calling on Pag-
ternak to rejest the prize. In an editorisl written by a

sy

~5-
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well-known Jjournalist David Zanlavsky, Pasternak was labelled
a"s 3 =through bourgois reastionary,...s malevolent
Philistine...an extranecus smudge in our Socialiat country.”
His book was called, "A malicious aquib,...s lowgrade reac-
tionary hack work...this political slander.” Zaalavsky, it
is interesting to note, was at one time a right-wing Menshe
vik and an ¢ of the Bolsheviks., MNe resanted after a

term in a Soviet prison nsarly 40 years ago. PBefore his con-
version, Lenin wrots, "A universal howl of malice and rage
against the Bgla&mvm. & dirty campaign by the dirty Hesars.
mhﬂ'ﬁt?'u. 'i Avda, Ho, 913 3!113 8%2? M); 191?, I'ge
printed in Lenin's Forks, Vol. 20, p. 561) and again, "let
us not give pleasure to the scoundrels of blackmeile-the
Milyukovs,,.,..and Zaslavekys,,.” etari, No, 10, September
6 (August 24) 1917, reprinted in ) 3rd edition,
Vol. 21, p. 95). He is recognized now as 614 party hack,
known for his abusive hnﬁna in eriticlzing everything not
in ascord with the Party line,

On 28 Outober, the Soviet news agency Tass reported
that Pasternsk had been expelled from the Soviet wWriters
Union and deprived of the title of Soviet writer. The deg-
cision had been taken by the Presidium of the Soviet write
ors Board, the organizational bureau of the wWriters Union
of the Russian Federative Republic, and the Presidium of
the Moscow branch Of the Soviet Writers. It was made in
view of his “politiesl and moral fall, his treason with re-
aard to the Soviet people, the cause of socialism, peace,
and 3 pald for by a Nobel Prize in order to intensi-
Ly old war.” Zxpulsion from the Union suggests that
he will be cut off from all connections with Soviet literary
agencies, & severe economic panalty,

The stamp of officilal disapproval was enforced at a
rally on 29 Qctober of an estimated 15,000 members of the
young Communist m?m at the Mossow Sports Palace to cels-
*rates the 's fortieth anniversary. The head of the
lsague, V.5, ehagtny, speaking in the presence of Pre-
migr Nikita Khrushehev, compared Pasternak with a pig and add-
ed that Pasternak had behaved worse than s pig in that he
“dirtied where he ate and he has dirtied those with whom he
lives and by whose labor he is living and breathing.” Calling
him an "internal immigrant,” Semichastny went on to ask why
he 414 not quigrats to the "capitalist paradise,” and to call
the writer "a nasty sheep” and "a man who has spat in our face,”
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The ehorus of vilification, by now hysterical in tone,
went o, A meeting of the Moscow asection of the Union of
Writers petitioned the Government to Btrip Pasternak of his
eitil«ng‘ NARlD as 8 traitor and to expel him Crom the sountry,
Acsording to the Soviet press, the petition was adopted
unsnimously by about 800 writers and eritics at the meeting
¢alled to consider the Pasternak sase, On 1 Hovember Tass
issued a statement which asid that in the svent that Paaster-
nak should wish to leave the Soviet Union permansntly, " the
Soeialist regime and the people he nas slsndersed in his anti-~
Soviet work, Dr, Zhivage, wiil not put any obstacles in his

-

Obviously, this agitation was created by erder of the
Soviet regime. The book is available to the Russian reader
only in & pirated sdition of 1,200 copies brought out by a
Duteh firm last summer and so0ld at the Brussels ¥orid Fair
to Russian tourists. Only a tiny percentage of those who
have condemned the book could POSsibly have any first hand
acquaintance with it. The 800 “"writers and critics® re-
perted to have "unanimously”™ approved the petition condemn-
ing Pasternak were in fact the paid seoretaries of local
branches of Unien of Soviet Writers. In spite of Pres-
surs, sush outstanding Soviet writers as Vera Pancva, Alek-
ugg:i’i‘vmm;r and Viadimir Dudintsev refused to sign the
w 4 L

The nature of the campaign against Pasternak has been
recognised in the non-Communist world. Protests againet
the vilification of the writer and his work whish saused
him to rejest the Nobel Prigze on 29 Oatober "because of
the mesning sttriduted to the award in the sceigty I live
in® have come from many different Bourc: #. In Englang,
Bertrand Russell, noted British philoscpher and winner of
the Hobel Prisze for Literature in 1950, said that "tne
Soviet authorities have acted very badly indeesd," 7.5,
Eliot, post and dramatist who won the Eobel Prize for Liter-
ature in 1948, headed a group of famous writers whoisent a
{:mms nessage to the wWriters ’(Fn:iau in Moacow, gimtariea
Graham Greens, 3ir Xeaneth Clark, Sir Maurice Bowra, J.B,
Priestly, Aldous Buxley, Julian Huxley, Rebecca West, Aose
Masauley, Sir Herbert Head and Bertrand Russell. Similar
mgo were sent by the International PN, (poets,play~
m?, s ®ditors, essayists, and novellists) and the Society
of Authorz. The Council of the Royal Soclety of Litersture
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sent a tchgm m to the Union of Soviet Writers appealing to
them %o restore Pusternai to membership in the union.

In Sweden, the youth organizations of the Conservative,
Iideral and Agrarian parties sent messages to Khrushchev BAy~
ing that the treatment of Pasternak threatened to frustrate
all the efforts of the past few years to widen cultural ex-
changes betwesn Sweden and Russia, The government of Norway
announced that it was reconsidering its sultural sgresment
with Russis because "the case of Pasternak has revealed the
Scviet Union and NHorway have ﬁotang different conceptions
of the medning of the word culture,

Redio Liderstion in broadeasts to the Soviet pecple
quotad ﬂm former Mobel Prize winners Pearl Buck,
Franeois ) and Albert Camus, and other such notable
writers a3 Arehibald Masleish, Xatherine Anne Porter, Taylor
Caldwell and William Carlos Williams in test against the
treatment of Pasternak. A public protes signed by 28 Aus-
trian writers urged that all contacts in cultural and sclienti-
fic fislds with the USSR be broken off uniess Pasternak were
completely rehabllitated as a Soviet citizen and as & writer,

The Itslisn Hational Unlon of writers telegraphed a pro-
teat to the Union of Soviet wWriters. In Hian, the National
Order of Authors and Writers launched & manifesto calling for
an sxpression "of solidarity with Boris Pasternak today pre-
vented from aceepting the Nobel Prize.” On 7 Hovember, the
Sceial Demcorstic Qiustizias said that "in the minde of many
s?mn@ imd 1 dospotion oo the
o ey 1e ng . . gical despotism is the
first sondition of totalitarianiem, the instrument that
mm e iSs life and survival, as the Pasternak case

In Poanama, the leading daily, ella, sald on 14
November that the “"Soviet reaction CYlear evealed the degree
of tyrenny and ¢ #sion imposed on the intelligente by Red ras-
cism,.." From gthar side of the world, the Purmese daily
Fasubs wrote that "only a short time ago Khrushchev stated
¥ 0Te must Le pemcelful competition between the ideclogy
assepted by Russia and that scoepted by cther nations,., His
statement ocarried 1ittle truth if Russia bans & book that ex-
preases oriticism...the Russians show that their writers en-
Joy no freedom and they mist produce only what is dictated
by the Party.”

B
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Protests came {rom many who had mv&mly expreasad
syspathy with Communism, Pablo Keruda, one of the worldtls
foremost left-wing g:etﬁ and perhaps the nost revered
intellsctual asong
would resign from the Communist Party of Chile becsuse
of Fmsaia’s treatment of Pasternak. Neruda won the Stalin
prize for literature in 1353. Jorge Amsdo of Brazll,
another Stalin prize winner, Jjoined the chorus of protest,

- In Noroedo, & Rebat newspaper t% generally un-
eritisal of Seviet policies, said that In the future what-
ever charges the USSR may bring against t:tw Hast, ‘*n: will
never de able to Ats swpression of Pasternak.”
% a m nowepaper which has sdvocated a
thement ¥ith Mo sg.zm, degeribed the ineident zs

”mm terroriss” tted that hopez for greater
cultural freedom in tm had been disgppointed,

In India, Prise Minister Nehru indirectly ceriticized
the Soviet Goverrment's attitude, ing that Pasternsk
”Mﬁhw%& sven Af he out against "the
dominent power” in his nowel. In Mbg; a public gather-
ing, including at least one member of Commmunist Party,
was cenvensd the All India Centre, the Indiar Inatitute
for Bducationsl and Cultural Cooperation, and the Indian
Committae Loy Cultural Preadom, Zlder statesuan C.P.
Remaswani Aiysr, prosiding over the mesting, =aid, "No
1ife is worth living and noc society could ever mmtm
itselifl in & healthy condition unless the Zreatest possible
opportunities are given for the e% resaion of views,
however out of fashicn they be at that time or however

n;mnm to the dogmas and professions of the powers
that be,.” Comsunist Party memder Sudhir Joshi stated,
"It is wnfortunate that Pasternak 15 denied the freedonm
to pudlish his book in his country.” The writers of
Keraia, the Indian Comounist atate, have asiked Rehru to
invite Pasternak to India, They sald that they "be-
lieve in the artist's freedom and the right of the in-
tellectual for creative cxsawuzm and unhindared
dmmmatim of truth.”

One other case comes to mind in this connection:
that of the poet HEzra Found, Pound, m& only sdvocated

-9
GONFIDENT! -
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political and seocisl ¢pinicns abhorrent to the miety in
which he lived, but also actively aided snemy mﬁ
duaring wartise, mmmmdﬁmrww iingen
Prize for Poetry for 1942 he was facing trisl for treason
againet the land of his birth, Despite a {lurry of pro~
tests; the prize was not withirawm, nor were his fellow
writers later Intimidased [rom working in his behalr,

tal hospital to the protective custody of his wife,

™e Boilingen judges in defense of thelr controversial
award mm that to permit politics to sway their de-
eision "would in s&rmeiyh deny the validiiy of that
objective ?mepzim ¢f value on which any civilized society
mast reat.” It is 2his objJective perception of value, the
ability of the individual to percelve reality, Judge what
is good, and a¢t wpon his Judgment rather than upon the
dictates of an artificlal system imposed Ly authority, thut
u asﬁmﬁ by Boris Pastermnsk in his novel, For
vige ia not a propagands plece, It 1z not anti-revolu-
jonary; it is anti-Czarist and it 1s not pre-capitalist,
It does not attack the aims of Compunism, it some of its
metheds,

Alshough it contains many sharp igments of the
Revolution and the Cormmunist orxrder of t, ngs, it is not
& political novel in the usual sense of thf: wru* It
spesks for intellectual integrity and human {reedom. It
is this voice which ths Soviet reglme recognises as a
threat to i1ts very existancs which pust e combatted mth
21l the fury it can muster, The Soviet regime knows that
if one man 18 permltied to say, as does Dr. Zhivago, "I'm
not sure that the end justifies the mesns. And laste--and
this is the main thing~-when I hear pecple speak of re-
sheping life it makes me lose my self-control and I fan
encouraiod 5 mabe Indieioun) Jadgmentes ie 3t Bavpened
"e Y. B pang
in Bungary and Poland, men will seek and express [reedonm,
It is this that the USSR dert not permit. It 1s thigee
in Fastemak's words, “The irresistable power of unarmed
truth, the powerful attraction of its example” which the
Soviet regime feuxs.

(f
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A Tfew months age the insane poet was relsased from s men~




